
Key Stage 3 

•Parental information evening

• Mr Piercy

• Mr Ambrose 



Aim 

• Overview of the Key Stage 3 curriculum

• Talk about how you can support your son/daughter

• Introduce you to the assessment and reporting procedures

• Outline what you should expect of us!



Key Stage 3  - Curriculum 

• Year 7 and 8

1.3 Key Stage 3  

 
The Key Stage 3 curriculum is delivered in Year 7 and Year 8.  

The subjects and number of lessons per week are shown below.  
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1English is allocated the most curriculum time to facilitate higher standards of literacy across all subjects.  

2Outside of the core subjects, PE is allocated double the curriculum to facilitate physical wellbeing.  

3Citizenship (the primary means of promoting SMSC and British Values), RE and PSHEE are taught as discreet subjects. 



PHSEE and Citizenship

• PHSEE – Personal, Health, Social and Economic Education
• Becoming an adult

• Healthy living 

• Personal safety

• Careers

• Citizenship –
• Democracy
• Rights and Responsibilities
• Human Rights
• The law
• Making a positive contribution to society

SMSC –
spiritual, 

moral, 
social and 

cultural 



Key Stage 3  - Curriculum

• Teaching

• Marking 

• Homework

• Literacy

• Numeracy

• The “Mastery Curriculum”



Supporting your child…

• Talking to them

• Take an interest in their books

• Reading

• Homework

• Equip your child with switching off and relaxation techniques



Marking and Assessment –
Key Questions

1. How is my child’s work marked?

2. How does this relate to the grades given for assessment?

3. What information is provided on my child’s report?



Marking and Feedback

• Teacher’s marking will appear in red within your child’s exercise 
books.

• Teachers’ marking focuses on key pieces of work 

• Teachers across all subjects will also mark for literacy



Marking for Literacy

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar are marked using codes which are 
consistent across the academy:

• SP – Spelling

• Gr – Grammar

• P – Punctuation

• H – Homophone



Academy’s Literacy Foci

Apostrophes Plurals

Homophones



Apostrophes

1. To create possessives

eΦƎΦ ΨIŜƴǊȅΩǎ ōŀƎ ǿŀǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎΩΦ

2. To show contractions

ŜΦƎΦ Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΩΦ

3. To create some plural forms

ŜΦƎΦ ά! ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘέΦ



Plurals

weeks - weekes - week

bus - busesesbuses 

elf ðelfes - elves 

leaf ðleafes- leaves 

watch ðwatchs - watches 

stereo - stereoses - stereos

monthðmonthes- months 

witch - witcheses ðwitches



Homophones

These words sound alike.

They may or may not be spelled differently.

Example: the words òairóand òheiró

The prince is the queen's heir.

I love the fresh air.



Self and Peer Assessment

In lessons, pupils are often asked to:

• Assess their own work (against assessment criteria)

• Assess the work of others (against assessment criteria)



Designated Reflection And Feedback Time
‘DRAFT’is an initiative introduced to ensure that pupils are reflecting 
on their teacher’s written and verbal feedback.

Pupil ‘DRAFT’ work appears in greenand is undertaken each half term.

Activities might include:

• Improving a marked piece of work;

• Correcting literacy errors (spelling, punctuation, grammar)

• Responding to written feedback with actions and target setting 







Grading

• KS3 National Curriculum levels have now been scrapped, leaving 
schools to decide their own grading systems.

• At KS4, alphabetical grades (A* - G) are being replaced with a 
numerical scale (9 – 1).





Grading

• In response to these changes, KS3 pupils’ assessed pieces of work are 
now graded numerically, on the following scale:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+

Lowest 
attaining

Highest 
attaining



Assessment – Indicative Competencies

• Each subject has a set of agreed ‘Areas of Competency’, reflecting the 
knowledge and skills necessary for success.

• For each grade, a set of Indicative Competencies outline expectations 
of a pupil working at that grade.



E.g. English

Areas of Competency:

• Technical accuracy

• Language craft (clarity, purpose, effect)

• Comprehension

• Analysis

• Contextual understanding (from grade 2)



At grade 5:

• Is generally accurate in spelling, punctuation and grammar

• Uses appropriate language, form and structure to provide clarity, 
purpose and effect.

• Responds to comprehension with clear explanations.

• Evidences understanding of relationships between texts, with clearly 
explained responses linked to text and question.

• Demonstrates an emerging understanding of how contextual factors 
inform writer and reader.



Reporting to Parents

• Reports are sent to parents in advance of your child’s consultation 
evening.

• Performance from across the year are used to inform the grades 
outlined in this report.

• Class work

• Homework

• Assessments/Tests

• Responses in lessons



Report Grades

Forecast Grades

• These grades are externally produced by DfE, based on KS2 attainment in key curriculum areas

Current Grade 

• The grade your child could expect to achieve at the end of Year 8, based on a combination of their 
current performance and a prediction of their achievement over time

Commitment to Learning

• Based on a teacher’s judgement of your child’s behaviour and engagement in a subject



Commitment to Learning

O= outstanding

G= good

R= requires improvement

I = inadequate





What should you expect of us?

• Standards
• Teaching/Learning

• Marking

• Discipline

• Consistency

• Communication



Conclusion

• Thank you

• Questions


