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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

As we edge towards the end of the Spring Term, I am 
somewhat relieved that we have had a ‘clear run’ in 
terms of operating normally. In acknowledging that 
Covid-19 is now endemic, I would urge parents and 
pupils to move forward with confidence and resilience.  

Spring Term 2 has been punctuated with a wide range of 
events and activities, many of which I have had the great 
pleasure of attending. I particularly enjoyed the Dragons’ 
Den competition, Music Concert, Comic Relief Charity 
Day and the various Celebrating Success House 
assemblies in the penultimate week of term.  

In terms of strategic priorities, the Academy’s 
development of the CREATE (Challenge; Regulate; 
Enhance; Assess; Target; and Enrich) curriculum moves 
apace, and I also intend to trial new systems  relating  to 
attendance and punctuality in the Summer Term, in 
preparation for September 2022.  

In terms of building developments, after a two year delay, 
the second phase of the Science Department 
refurbishment, at a cost of approximately £400, 000, will 
be completed in the summer. I am glad (finally) that this 
will now be finished and the staff and pupils can benefit 
from the professional laboratory environments and 
modern teaching spaces.   

Mr. N. Houchen, Principal  

 

CHARITY DAY 
 

On Friday 18th March, the 
Academy reorganised the school 
day to accommodate a range of 
activities and events to raise 
money for Comic Relief. In total, 
we raised £1960.00! 
 

HOMES FOR UKRAINE 

If you are interested in exploring how 
to help, click here for the Homes for 
Ukraine Local Sponsorship Scheme 
 

 

 ATTENDANCE  

Overall attendance is 92.4 % vs. a (current) national 
average of 87.4% (+5.0 %). Further, Covid-related absence 
(self-isolation) is 3.5 %. When added to the current total, 
overall attendance stands at 95.9 % and in line with the 
Academy’s target of 96.0%.  
 

House % Attendance 
Ashdown 91.1 
Bowland 93.3 
Elveden 92.6 
Kielder 92.1 

Richmond 92.8 
Sherwood 92.2 
Whinfell 92.8 
Overall 92.4 

 
CURRICULUM PATHWAYS (OPTIONS) 

 

On 9th March, parents were sent a 
timetable outlining the programme 
of events to assist pupils in choosing 
their GCSE option subjects.  

Click here for the Curriculum 
Pathways Letter 

On 25th April, pupils will receive a 
hard copy of the Curriculum Pathways Booklet, although 
an online version is currently available on the website.  

Click here for the Curriculum Pathways Booklet 2022 

In preparation, there are also a range of excellent websites 
that pupils and their parents can consult to gain further 
information.  

Click here for Careers in School Subjects 
 

Click here for Careerpilot : Jobs by Subject 
 

Click here for Where can your option choices take you? 
| My World of Work 

https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/
https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/
http://www.eastwoodacademy.co.uk/docs/Curriculum%20Pathway%20Letter22.pdf
http://www.eastwoodacademy.co.uk/docs/Curriculum%20Pathway%20Letter22.pdf
http://www.eastwoodacademy.co.uk/docs/KS4%20Curriculum%20Pathways%20Booklet22.pdf
http://www.ess-team.co.uk/student-pathways/careers-in-school-subjects/
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/subjects
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/my-career-options/where-can-option-choices-take-you
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/my-career-options/where-can-option-choices-take-you
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Pupil Success 
 

 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM  

The Student Voice, led by the Student Leadership Team, 
recently met with Assistant Principal, Mrs. J. Schmid, to 
discuss their ideas for promoting and celebrating success in 
the Academy.  

To this end, the Academy has created a new email address 
to allow parents to report any achievements outside of 
school. This can take the form of sporting achievements, 
dance/drama, community-based activities or indeed any 
other form of success parents would like the Academy to 
celebrate and recognise.  

A short explanation of the achievement and photos should 
be emailed to the Academy, which will then be shared in 
the half-termly Newsletter.  

E-mail: achievements@eastwood.southend.sch.uk 

 
RHS SCHOOL GARDENING AWARD 

The Academy's Gardening Club has been meeting on a 
Thursday afterschool to get the school garden ready for 
the growing season. From de-weeding, to composting, to 
clearing out the pond, these hardworking pupils have done 
it!  

To keep the pupils motivated, the club has been completing 
tasks to show their progression in their gardening skills. As 
such, the Academy has currently achieved a Level 3 Royal 
Horticultural Society (RHS) School Gardening Award. 
Pupils are now working towards a Level 5 achievement 
which will be awarded with a special plaque from the RHS.  

A special mention goes to Jess T. (9W), Esme S. (9K), 
George B. (9E) and Sophie H. (8S).  

 

 

 DRAGONS’ DEN 

On 24th February, 8 pupils competed in a Dragons’ Den 
competition. Each pupil showed an enormous amount 
of bravery to present their pitches to the Dragons – 
Mr. N Houchen, Mr. P. Barrett, Mr. N. Dunn and 
Trustee, Mrs. K. Heath. The pupils had to design a 
unique product that could be used by pupils in schools 
to enhance learning and attainment, with ideas ranging 
from a ‘classroom cube’ to help SEND pupils, to an 
alternative school report system. Amaya W. (7B) 
ultimately won with her ‘classroom timer’. She walked 
away with a £50 Amazon voucher, £50 to spend in the 
school (a department, club etc.) and also a winner’s 
medal. Well done to all pupils for taking part. It’s been 
a real pleasure to see how the pupils have developed 
their initial idea into a viable product.  

 

 
 (From L-R) Mr. P. Barrett, Eddie C. (9S), Mrs. K. 
Heath, Jack D. (9A), Amy P (7B), Daisy M-C (7B), 

Amaya W. (7B), Sarah S. (7B), Jensen J. (8B), Triumf S. 
(8S), Mr. N. Houchen and Mr. N. Dunn. 

 
CAKE SALE 

Congratulations to the Year 
10 pupils who organised 
various events for their 
Active Citizenship 
coursework. The pupils have 
spent several weeks 

researching topical issues, 
lobbying for support and 
working with charities to obtain 
a range of resources. The 
culmination of their work saw a 
‘cake and bake’ sale raising 
money for six different charities, 
including Stem4, Cancer Research and Papyrus. 

  

mailto:enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
mailto:achievements@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Pupil Success 
 

 

SOUTHEND MAKES MUSIC 

On the evening of Thursday 24th March, 
Adam L. (7B) performed at The Palace 
Theatre for the ‘Southend Makes Music’ 
event. Adam played the electric guitar as 
part of the Southend Guitar Group which 
he attends every Saturday. 

 
CITIZENSHIP – ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP PROJECTS 

Year 10 Citizenship pupils have 
once again been working on their 
Active Citizenship projects in 
which they demonstrate ways 
they can enact change in their 
community. Miss. V. Lang has 
been particularly impressed with 
several of her 10xCZ1 class who 
have campaigned, lobbied and 
educated Year 7 and 8 pupils to 
improve their awareness of 
some of the following issues: diversity in our school; 
homelessness in Southend; mental health; and the 
importance of sport and fitness. These have, in turn, led to 
a large donation box being taken to HARP by Ciara B. (10S), 
Hannah E. (10K), Ella S. (10S), Lily A. (10R) and Evie K. 
(10K); and prayer rooms being set up to be used by Muslim 
pupils for Friday prayer by Zahra G. (10 K), Neve H. (10S) 
and Ruby R. (10 S). A special mention also goes to Georgia 
C. (10S), Lily T. (10K), Kimi D. (10 S), Zach W. (10R) and 
Nathan P. (10A). 

 
GCSE ART SHOWCASE 

A series of portraits produced by various GCSE Art 
pupils, in particular Year 9. 

 

 UKMT INTERMEDIATE MATHEMATICAL 
CHALLENGE 

The UKMT Challenge ‘encourages mathematical 
reasoning, precision of thought and fluency in using 
mathematical techniques to solve interesting 
problems.’ 

On Thursday 3rd 
February, selected 
pupils from Year 9 
and 10 sat the 
extremely complex 
challenge to see 
how well they would fare against their peers from 
across the world. As with all things today, it was sat 
online and the heat from the IT rooms was excruciating 
as the pupils tackled the task ahead, which included 
closed questions and no multiple-choice options! 

With great pride in their efforts, 36 pupils from Year 9 
and 10 managed to achieve certificates - 25 Bronze and 
11 Silver. In terms of individual scores, Ellis R. (9A), 
scored 79 marks, followed closely behind by Harrison 
O. (10K) and Shaun K. (9K), both on 78 marks. Silver 
certificates went to Oliver B. (10W), Tom B. (10R), 
Ciara B. (10S), Samuel F. (10B), Adya S. (10E), Valerio 
V. G. (10E), Tony L. (9A) and Ylli M. (9E). Well done to 
those that achieved certificates and all that participated! 
Bring on the Junior Challenge! 
 

LITERACY 

Mia F. (8B) has been nominated as one 
of our literacy winners for her 
outstanding commitment to her studies 
in both English Language and Literature.  

Well done Mia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Are you looking for a new challenge? 

Would you like to work at the Academy? 

Due to retirement, we are looking for a friendly and energetic 
person to fill the role of a Food Technician.  This is a full-time 
position, term time only. For full details go to:  Current Vacancies 
(eastwoodacademy.co.uk) 

Any further queries, please feel free to email Mrs. F. Rodha (Head 
of Food Preparation and Nutrition) 
frodha@eastwood.southend.sch.uk 

 

mailto:enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
http://eastwoodacademy.co.uk/index.php/vacancies/current-vacancies
http://eastwoodacademy.co.uk/index.php/vacancies/current-vacancies
mailto:frodha@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Sporting Success 
 

 

U16 AND YEAR 9 NETBALL TOURNAMENTS 

Thursday 17th March saw the return of the U16 and Year 9 
annual Southend Borough Netball Tournament after a two-
year absence. It was organised as a round robin 
tournament, with 10 teams entered in both age groups. The 
matches were only 6 minutes long, so play was fast, and 
every pass counted.    

Our U16 squad had a tough job, since most of them are in 
Year 10 and were competing against a lot of Year 11 pupils. 
They showed great teamwork and fought hard in all their 
matches, resulting in some great wins. Olivia F. (10A) and 
Ciara B. (10S) scored brilliant shots under pressure; Irene 
N. (10K) and Jessica L. (10E) made important interceptions 
in defence; and Kayleen H.-P. (10K), Hannah E. (10K), Lucy 
P. (11E) and Gracie A. (10R) passed the ball accurately and 
effectively down the court. As a team, they managed to 
score an amazing 32 goals, which was an average of 1 goal 
every 2 minutes. Congratulations girls on your superb 3rd 
place.  

Our Year 9 squad has trained hard this season and are 
definitely our most improved team. They were up against 
fierce competition and ‘gave their all’ in every match. Erin 
F. (9E) and Amy M. (9E) kept their cool and scored some 
great shots, including one from the edge of the circle by 
Erin. Megan V. (9E) and Tiana W.-J. (9R) worked well in 
attack and Gabrielle H. (9K), Katie S. (9E), Sophia L. (9S) 
and Hettie S. (9R) worked tirelessly in defence. They 
finished 6th overall, in what was an unusually high standard 
that our Girls more than contributed to! 

 

Year 9 Tournament Squad 

 

U16 Tournament Squad 

 

 YEAR 7 RUGBY 

On Wednesday 2nd 
March, the Year 7 Rugby 
Team represented the 
Academy in the Essex 
Schools 7-a-side 
tournament at Westcliff 
Rugby Club. 

The 7’s game is quite a bit different to the 12’s, placing 
a lot of focus on fitness, hard running and ‘first up 
tackles’ with very little room for error. Due to the 
Academy being new to the event, they were placed into 
the emerging schools’ pools, competing in the ‘bowl 
competition’. The boys played exceptionally well with 
lots of tries being scored and not many being conceded. 
A special mention must go to Sidney B-S. (7R) who 
scored most of the team’s tries over the 5 games 
played.  

The Academy was undefeated throughout the day and 
won convincingly in the final. We look forward to 
returning to this event next year, where we hope to be 
competing in the cup and plate formats of the 
competition.  

 
SPORTING TEAMS 

 
 

U13 Girls Essex Cup 
Football Quarter 

Finalists 

Year 7 Girls Essex 
Champs Cross Country 

Team 

 

 

Year 8 Girls Essex 
Champs Cross Country 

Team 

U15 Girls Basketball 
Team 

 

  

mailto:enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk


  

Have you changed your contact details recently?  
 If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk 

 
5 

 

 

Sporting Success 
 

 

SPORTS LEADERS 

We currently have over 100 
Year 9 pupils working towards 
their Level 1 Sports Leaders 
Qualification. They are 
developing a variety of personal 
skills, including communication, 

organisation and teamwork.  

This term, the pupils have had their first experience of 
leading others. Year 5 pupils from Eastwood Primary 
School have been attending basketball sessions that were 
planned and delivered by our Sports Leaders. The sessions 
have been a great success, shown by the enjoyment and 
enthusiasm of the Year 5 pupils and 
the very complimentary feedback 
given from the teachers at Eastwood 
Primary. The Year 5 pupils rated the 
sessions 100 out of 10 last week 
(they enjoyed it that much)! 

 
SWIMMING GALA 

On Wednesday 
9th March, 40 

pupils 
represented the 
Academy in the 
annual Borough 
Swimming Gala at 

Garons Park.  

Across the day, pupils showcased many incredible individual 
and team performances. The first event of the day was the 
Co-Ed Relay (a front crawl relay consisting of 6 swimmers 
from any age group). With a team comprising of Leo W, 
(9K) Liam R, (9S) James C, (9R) Erin V, (11E) Lois M. (10W) 
and Madi Y, (10W), the Academy got off to a great start 
and won the Co-Ed Relay! Further success followed soon 
after, with Leo W winning the Open Butterfly, even when 
swimming against pupils two years above him.  

Other notable performances included the Year 7 Boys’ 
Medley and Freestyle teams finishing in 1st place; the Year 
9 Boys’ Medley Team awarded 1st place, finishing 9 seconds 
before the 2nd place team; and the Year 8 Girls’ Medley 
Team and 10/11 Girls’ Medley and Freestyle teams finishing 
in 2nd place.  

In total, 64 medals were won – an amazing return! Overall, 
the Boys’ Team finished in 3rd place and the Girls’ Team 
finished in 4th place.  

 YEAR 7 AND 8 NETBALL TOURNAMENT 

On Thursday 24th March, the Year 7 and Year 8 
Southend Borough Netball Tournaments were held. 
There were 12 teams competing in the Year 7 
competition and 10 in Year 8. They were organised into 
two pools, with the top two teams going through to the 
semi-finals.  

The Year 8 Netball Team had a tough half of the draw 
and battled hard in every game. Jessica W. (8K) scored 
some great shots; Sienna C. (9R), Poppy B. (8W), Freya 
M. (8A) and Nancy M. (8K) worked the ball around the 
court well; and Desire K. (8S), Sophie M. (8A) and 
Zarah F. (8B) made some tremendous interceptions. In 
their pool they drew against Shoeburyness and Thorpe 
Hall, won against St. Bernard’s and were only defeated 
by SHSG A Team. This saw the team achieve a very 
credible 3rd place in their pool. 

The Year 7 Netball Team got off to a brilliant start with 
wins against WHSG B Team and Chase High. Next up 
was SHSG A Team. The girls fought hard, as always, but 
lost to a very skilful team. The last game in their pool 
was Southchurch, which saw a comfortable win and 
resulted in the team coming 2nd in their pool.  

On to the semi-final, where they were placed against 
WHSG A Team. This was a very tight game and could 
have gone either way. Unfortunately, they lost 1 – 0. 
They played Belfairs next for the 3rd / 4th play-off. The 
girls picked themselves up and played brilliantly, winning 
7 – 0. Ruby E. (7W) and Patience S. (7B) kept their 
nerve to score an amazing 27 goals in total; Alice B. 
(7A), Freya W. (7R), Emilia S. (7R) worked tirelessly in 
the middle of the court using their dodging and passing 
skills; and Violet-Rose B. (7R), Isla F. (7E) and Amy P. 
(7B) played well in defence, only conceding 9 goals the 
whole tournament, with Violet-Rose B. (7R) making 
many impressive interceptions. Well done on a fantastic 
overall 3rd place.  

 

  

Year 8 Tournament 
Team 

Year 7 Tournament 
Team 
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Events 
 

 

KPMG 

On Friday 18th March, KPMG 
visited the Academy to inspire 
the next generation of female 
leaders and break stereotypes 
around women in the 
Technology industry. Across the 
world, women are 
underrepresented and girls are less likely to study STEM 
subjects at school, which continues through to university 
and beyond. Laura (Eastwood alumni) and her team, 
spoke to the pupils about their career journeys and 
highlighted some of the pathways e.g. IT consultancy, 
game development, cyber security, risk management and 
information management, to name but a few. Further, 
working in the Technology industry has many benefits 
such as higher than average salaries, innovation, good 
work-life balance and a skillset that is always in demand.  
Pupils then completed a design task creating a hangman 
word game using Powerapps. Following instructions, 
pupils created a UX (User Experience) interface, coding 
the app to accept characters to complete the game. 
Laura and her team highlighted Sadie R (8E) as being 
their superstar. Well done Sadie! 
 

A VISIT FROM EAST 15 DRAMA SCHOOL  

Our Year 10 Drama 
GCSE pupils were 
fortunate to have a visit 
from East 15 Acting 
students on Friday 25th 
March who performed 
some devised work from 

the degree course they are currently studying. The 
performance addressed issues which are currently facing 
young people, such as exam pressure and bullying, which 
the pupils found incredibly useful to discuss and 
consider. The pupils were fantastic at getting involved in 
the interactive performance and were also able to pick 
out theatre conventions and ideas that they could utilise 
in their own GCSE Devising exam work. It was also an 
excellent opportunity for the pupils to consider Further 
Education 
courses and feel 
inspired in their 
own career 
options.   
 

  

 

  SPRING CONCERT 

On the evening of Tuesday 
22nd March, a capacity 
audience were thrilled as live 
music once again filled the 
Academy Concert Hall! The 

first live concert at the Academy since December 2019 
featured music from the Choir, Chamber Choir, 
Orchestra, Jazz Band and Percussion Ensemble, together 
with solo and group items 
from pupils from Years 7 
to 11. The quality of 
musicianship and the 
maturity of performances 
made for some truly spell 
binding moments. Perhaps less impressive was Mr. D. 
Piercy’s attempt to clap and maintain a bossa nova rhythm! 
More practice required Sir! 
 

HISTORY TRIP 

On Friday 25th March, after a long hiatus, Miss. V Lang 
Miss. G. Cassidy and Mr. L. Keyes led a Year 9 History 

trip to Ipswich, Suffolk. This year 
we attended a purpose-built site, 
and got to walk through trenches, 
as well as view the weapons and 
kit of the brave soldiers who 
fought. The day was augmented by 

the returning tour guide Frank Toogood, who kept the 
pupils engaged with a fascinating insight and really helped 
to bring the events of WW1 to life.  After playing ‘dress-
up’ and carrying rifles, the pupils moved onto a cemetery, 
with the glorious spring weather holding out. There, the 
pupils took part in their own act of remembrance, which 
involved Macey D. (9W), Spencer E. (9A) and Leo W. (9K) 
laying a wreath, whilst Jessica T. (9W) read aloud “We 
shall Remember Them”.  

It was great to see the return of a History trip. As Eddie 
C. (9S) said, “We got to see 
things we’d otherwise never 
have seen”. It was, however, 
not a pleasurable experience 
to hear Finley H. (9A) playing 
the harmonica on the way 
back home.  

Left-Right: Sam G. (9W), Max C. (9E), Leo W. (9K), 
Spencer E. 9A), River B.-B. (9E), Eloise W. (9B), Ellis R. 
(9A), Aidan C. (9A), Finley H. (9A), Matthew B. (9W). 

mailto:enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Events 
 

 

RED NOSE DAY 

It was Red Nose Day on Friday 18th 
March and, to raise money for this 
event, the Academy asked pupils to 
wear red-themed non-school 
uniform.  

The day began with an extended 
form time. This session focussed on raising awareness on the 

types of projects 
and charities that 
Comic Relief 
supports. Pupils 
were then 
encouraged to 

consider who and what they are grateful for in their own lives 
and learned about ‘Lollipop Moments’ i.e. a 
moment where somebody did or said 
something that fundamentally made their 
life better. Each pupil was gifted their own 
lollipop with the intention of them passing 

it onto someone else 
as a way of saying 
‘thank you’.  

A ‘cake and bake’ sale 
then took place at 
break time and, in a 
very similar fashion to World Mental Health Day, an 
overwhelming amount of cakes were baked and donated for 
the cause.  

Charlie E. (11W) and Stuart H. (10A) put on a brilliant live 
performance during the sale, Charlie on piano and Stuart on 
the drums.  

The winners of the ‘cake and bake’ sale were: 

   
Isabelle B. (7S) Jayden B. (8W) Tilly D. (9E) 

 

  

 

 Kyla T. (10B) Queensley A. (11E)  

The winners met with Mr. N. Houchen on Thursday 24th 
March and were presented with a prize.  

 RED NOSE DAY  
At lunch, we held a 
teacher eating 
competition! Our 
brave (and hungry) 
competitors were Mr. 
D. Piercy, Mr. C. Dare, 
Mr. J. Clark, Ms. A. Bacon and Mr. P. Barrett. The 
competition came with a twist; rather than trying to 
consume as many doughnuts as possible themselves, 
they were instead force fed by a blindfolded partner. 
There was a tie between Mr. D. Piercy, Mr. C. Dare, 
Mr. J. Clark and Mr. P. Barrett, all managing to eat 4 
doughnuts each in 3 minutes – the greedy bunch! Mr. 

J. Clark then won the overall 
event by eating a single 
doughnut in record breaking 
speed.  

After lunch, pupils had the 
opportunity to take part in 
various activities, such as 
kickboxing, self-defence, 
dancing, pottery, observational 
drawing, rounders and softball. 
Pupils also participated in a ‘Mile 
Walk House Challenge’ to determine which House 

could walk the most miles 
around the track. The 
winners of this event  
were Bowland! 

The day was a great 
success and the pupils 

really engaged in the spirit of the event.   

A big thank you to our wonderful Student Leadership 
Team who were excellent in supporting the practical 
and operational aspects of the day. 

 
  

mailto:enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Extra-Curricular 
 

 

KS4 LIFE SKILLS 

Year 9 pupils have recently completed a module on 
Financial Capability. They have discussed a range of 
economic topics and completed activities on credit, debt, 
remuneration, taxes, mortgages and insurance. Invaluable 
for adult life! 

Year 10 pupils have participated in a range of first aid 
lessons. They have learnt when the recovery position 
should be used, followed guidance on CPR and practiced 
chest compressions on manikins. They have also learnt 
how to deal with other first aid-related issues, such as 
choking, common injuries, allergies and panic attacks. 

 
HISTORY CLUB  

Pupils in History Club have been 
working on a very exciting 
competition to commemorate the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The 
competition is run by the Historical 
Association and is called ’70 years – 
70 ‘things’ that tell our story’. Pupils 

are creating images that illustrate an area of change over 
the 70 years of the Queen’s reign. Entries are still being 
finished, but include developments in technology, 
women’s fashion, transport and the changes we 
experienced due to the Covid-19 pandemic. In terms of 
the latter, Liam B. (7S) entry is a drawing of the Queen 
on her throne in a mask! Deadline is the 31st March and 
a school winner will be chosen as well as selections by 
the Historical Association. 

 

 ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP 

As part of their Active Citizenship projects, three groups 
of Year 10 pupils delivered lessons to Year 7 classes, 
about their cultural and religious backgrounds and 
diversity within the Academy.  

Pupils responded incredibly well to the presentations, 
with many showing prior learning both from lessons this 
year as well as from primary school.  

The questions pupils had were answered clearly and 
encouraged further debate and questioning. One group 
even brought in food for pupils to try, which was a real 
treat! - it allowed pupils to tangibly experience the 
everyday culture of their peers.  

 

   
Neve C. (10S), 
Ruby R. (10S) 
and Zahra G. 

(10K) 

Evie 
M.(10R), 
Olivia B. 
(10K) 

Aila R. (10B), Amal U. 
(10S), Ashlee T. (10B), 

Adya S. (10E) and 
Maame A.-A. (10B) 

 

LITERACY EVENING 

Thursday 3rd March was 
World Book Day and the 
first Year 7 Literacy Evening 
in two years.  It was a joy to 
be able to meet with parents 
again after the interruptions 
associated with Covid-
19.  The Student Leadership 
Team assisted parents and pupils throughout the evening 
and the Literary Ambassadors were in attendance to help 
parents write the best story of the night and win a much-
coveted Easter Egg.   

Pupils, parents and teachers alike all revelled in being able 
to talk to each other about the progress pupils will make 
over the next 4 years and how literacy will play an 
essential role in this.  

Everyone enjoyed the speeches, games and the prizes, 
but mostly parents said they enjoyed being able to spend 
time with other parents, exchanging ideas and learning 
new ways to support their child.  

mailto:enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Extra-Curricular 
 

 

MAKE LAVA NOT WAR! 

Year 8 pupils have been taking part in the Geography 
Department’s annual volcano competition. This year’s 
entries certainly took creativity to the next level.  

Cruz M. (8W) and Isabelle V. (8R) recreated a scene out 
of Jurassic Park; Triumf S. (8S) brought some research 
along with his volcano (just in case the volcano wasn't 
enough in itself); Sophie M. (8A) and Nancy M. (8K) made 
theirs out of a plant pot; and a special mention to Daisy 
E. (8W) and Will E. (8W) for creating the biggest volcano 
ever! 

 

Head of Geography, 
Mrs. N. Lillywhite, 
would like to thank 
all the pupils for 
their hard work and 
effort. 

 

 
THE EASTWOOD ACADEMY PODCAST 

This half term, the Podcast Team have 
focused on the topic of ‘opportunities’. 
Left: Rosie W. (7A), Oliver D. (7B), 
Payten J. (7E), Lewis C. (9S) and Ellie T.  
(10R).  

The team visited a range of different 
subject departments to find out more 
about the subject itself and possible 

career paths. The group also spoke to Head of Careers, 
Mr. N. Dunn about National Careers Week (NCW). 

The team were also helped by Amal U. (10S), Adya S. (10 
E), Aila C. (10B), Maame A. (10B) and Ashlee T. (10B), 
who spoke to different members of staff about equality, 
diversity and inclusion.  
 

Please click here for The Eastwood Academy Podcast  

 KS3 PLAY  

Over the last half term, 
over 50 amazing KS3 
pupils have been 
meeting in the Theatre 
every week to rehearse 
a play for our up-and-coming summer performance. 
‘Shooting Truth’, an adapted version of the play by Molly 
Davies, is centred around a group of pupils who decide 
to film a documentary about a 17th century witch who 
lived in their area. This all goes well, until they realise that 

the past is catching up 
with them and 
beginning to merge 
with the present day!  

We have been ‘blown 
away’ by the 

commitment and talent of the pupils. A huge thank you 
also goes to Kyla T. (10B) and Oliver B. (10B) who have 
offered invaluable support in running theatre games, in 
addition to just generally being excellent role models to 
our younger pupils.  

We will be performing the 
play on 30th June and 1st July 
and more information will 
be released closer to the 
time. Watch this space! 
 

HAY THERE! 

During the term, Geography Club has 
been creating scarecrows to adorn the 
school garden.  

There were a wide range of designs, 
including Jack Skellington, Bruno (we 
don't talk about Bruno) and unicorns! 
We cannot wait to see them on display.  

As ever, a big thank you to the DofE helpers and club 
members for bringing a vibrant and 
cheery atmosphere to Thursday 
lunchtimes.  

Above: Amy P. (7B) scarecrow 
design. 

Left: Rosie W. (7A) with her 
scarecrow. 

 
  

mailto:enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-65w6qNFeE8GYRhzZ8rIblS6dUusbiXb
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Celebrating Success 
 

 

 

 

ASHDOWN 

 
 

 

ELVEDEN 
 

 

 

RICHMOND 

 
 

WHINFELL 
 

 
 

ENRICHMENT 

As part of the Academy’s Enrichment Programme, over 30 
clubs are available for pupils to attend across the week, 
before or after school, as well as at lunch times. The clubs 
include Ping Pong, Choir, Gardening and War Hammer, to 
name but a few. 

Click here for the Enrichment Timetables 

 BOWLAND 

 
 

KIELDER 
 

 

 

 

SHERWOOD 

NATIONAL CAREERS WEEK 

From 7th -12th March, the Academy 
undertook a range of career-related 
activities as part of National Careers 
Week (NCW).  

The activities covered the following: 
‘What is NCW?’; The Future of 
Work; and High Performance. 

Departments were also encouraged to highlight and 
discuss specific careers within their subject areas.  
 

Click here for National Careers Week 
 

Click here for Careers in School Subjects 

 

 

Congratulations to all the pupils who were presented with certificates in the end of term House assemblies. 

mailto:enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
http://eastwoodacademy.co.uk/index.php/pupils/enrichment
https://nationalcareersweek.com/new-site-template/ncw-in-action/
http://www.ess-team.co.uk/student-pathways/careers-in-school-subjects/
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