
On the 15th March, Ben Kingman, Alex Green, Harry Wilson 

and Kamal Agbaje travelled to Bancroft’s School in Woodford 

Green to take part in the UKMT Maths Challenge.  

In 2015, the Academy came 17th out of 30 schools, but, this 

year, it recorded its highest ever position at 9th out of 29!  

Considering the competition was almost exclusively fielded by 

grammar and public schools, this is quite an achievement for 

the Academy.  Bring on 2017! 

On 19th March, the Year 7 Boys’ Football Team defeated SHSB 

in the Borough Cup Final. The boys were 1-0 down at half-

time, but drew level to 1-1, before edging it 2-1 in extra time.  

The team are now looking forward to replicating this success 

in the South East Essex Cup.  

NEWSLETTER SPRING TERM 2 (2016) 

In Western Christianity, Easter always falls between 22nd  

March and 25th April.  With Easter falling early this year, this 

particular half-term has become somewhat foreshortened.  

Despite this, there are still plenty of events and activities that 

have taken place, many of which are detailed in this 

Newsletter.  
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Message from the Principal UKMT — Maths Challenge 

Year 7 Football 

Sport Relief Mile 

On Friday 18th March, the PE Department organised the Sport 

Relief Mile on the Olympic standard running track for Year 7, 

8 and 9 pupils.   

It was quite a spectacle to witness, particularly the efforts 

made by the pupils in terms of their ‘fancy dress’ attire! 

A grand total of £527 was raised. Well done to all! 

 



On Thursday 3rd March (World Book Day), parents of Year 7 

pupils had the opportunity to attend the very first Literacy 

Evening.  We looked at how parents could support their child 

through their school life and how literacy can make a huge 

difference to their progress.   

The Principal, Mr. N. Houchen, joined us and spoke about the 

importance of literacy to the Academy, whilst Mrs. J. Schmid 

and Mrs. L. Child explored the huge range of literacy support 

that has been put in place  and the plans for next year and 

beyond.  

 

To celebrate World Book Day, a 

week of literacy themed 

assemblies took place ranging 

from staff talking about their 

favourite books, to Mr. M. Pearl’s 

Premier League Reading Stars.   

The assemblies also provided an 

opportunity to celebrate the 

range of  diverse literary 

experiences and opportunities 

taking place across the 

Academy.   

For further details on the literacy events this year, visit the 

Academy’s website.  

On Tuesday 15th March, the Year 7 and 8 Girls’ Netball Teams 

competed at the Annual Borough Netball Tournament at 

SHSG.  

The Year 7 team started the tournament ‘on fire’ and 

continued this level throughout, coming 3rd in their group - a 

big improvement from their first tournament back in October. 

The player of the tournament for Year 7 was Talia Miller.  

The Year 8 team had a very tough draw but battled hard in all 

their matches, showing great resilience and endeavour.  

 

The player of the tournament for Year 8 was Ellie Fox.  
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Borough Netball Tournament Literacy Evening 

World Book Day 



Congratulations to two Year 

7 pupils - Brooke Walters 

and Lydia Davies - who were 

successful in the recent 

Borough Swimming Gala. 

Both pupils won a series of  

medals in their individual 

events.  

 

There are a few places 

left on the PGL France 

trip 2017 for pupils in 

Year 7, 8, and 9.   

See Mr. N. Dunley for 

more information. 

The Scholastic Book Fair was a great success. Pupils were able 

to come and browse a wide range of the latest teen fiction as 

well as some of the enduring classics. The fair was arranged to 

coincide with World Book Day and many of the pupils used 

their vouchers to gain an extra discount on their purchases. 

The next fair will be arriving on 6th July, so we’re hoping pupils 

will come back and stock up on their summer reading! 

On Saturday 27th February, 

11 GCSE Art pupils 

travelled to the renowned 

art gallery, Tate Britain, to 

support their preparations 

for their forthcoming 

GCSE exam in April.  

Pupils explored the wide 

ranging styles of art on 

display, from 

contemporary artist 

Tracey Emin, to traditional 

landscape oil paintings by 

Constable. 
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Tate Britain Trip, London Borough Swimming Gala 

Boulogne Trip, France 

PGL 2017 

Book Fair 

The MFL Department has great pleasure in announcing that we are organising a day trip to 

Boulogne, France, on Friday 24th June for Year 9 and 10 GCSE French pupils. 

We will spend the day touring the historic town of Boulogne, visiting a local chocolate factory (and 

sampling some French chocolate!), visiting a hypermarket for some last minute shopping and, of 

course, practising our French! 

Please see Mrs. J. Haslett for further information. 

 



Over the February half term, pupils travelled to the mountains of Tonale, Italy, for the Academy’s annual ski trip.  

All pupils (beginners through to advanced skiers) made excellent progress, taking on some very challenging slopes. After long, 

gruelling sessions on the pistes, the weary skiers had the opportunity to sample the delicious food on offer in the mountain 

restaurants.   

The next ski trip will take place in February 2017. Please see Mr. D. Bracknell for further information. 

On 9th March, as part of the ’raising aspirations’ programme, Year 10 pupils visited 

the University of Essex for a university taster day.  

The day started with a talk from the current student ambassadors who described the 

benefits of going to university and all the fun activities that students can get involved 

in.  Pupils were then taken on a tour of the university which included: lecture rooms, 

library, collaboration spaces, as well as the facilities for the wide range of courses 

offered by the university.   

Whilst visiting the university it was nice to get the opportunity to see some of the 

Academy’s ex-pupils - Lex Harrison, Katie Ransome, Kirsty Macpherson, Cheyenne 

Holmes, Chloe Wood and Sophia Taylor. 

 

On Friday 11th March, 44 Year 9 and 10 AMA pupils visited the 

University of Southampton.  

The pupils took part in an interactive workshop, tour of the 

university and attended a high level lecture on Accreting White 

Dwarfs and Citizen Science.  Many of the pupils commented on 

what a brilliant day it was and how it has changed their 

perception of higher education and degree level study. 
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Ski Trip, Italy  

Raising Aspirations Trip, University of Essex 

AMA Trip, University of Southampton 


