
Year 8
Curriculum information meeting 

Monday 9th October 7.00 – 7.45pm



Welcome 



2017 GCSE results 

0.72



Calendar 

Drop Down sessions throughout the year

Year 8 Exams wc 5 March

Year 8 Reports 27th April

Year 8 Parents’ Evening 30th April

End of Year exams wc 2nd July

“Go to work with Parent Day” 13th July 



Communications 



Year 8 

• “Plateau” year in Secondary schools

• New GCSE examinations

• Year 8 Schemes of Work mirror the GCSE schemes

• Progress and performance in Year 8 dictate sets in Year 9

• Need to ensure that they choose the correct options 



Curriculum 

The Key Stage 3 curriculum ends in Year 8. 
The subjects and number of lessons per week are shown below. 



Assessment



Current Grade (Year 7 and 8)

“The grade* that <<Forename>> could expect to achieve at the end of 
Year 8, based on a combination of their current performance and a 
prediction of their achievement over time.”   

*9 -1



Marking 

• The key principles that all subjects work within are:

• A minimum of one piece of formative feedback every 3 weeks (DRAFT 
work).  

• SPaG which adheres to agreed codes.

• Pupils have Forecast Grade recorded in/on their books.

• A minimum of six summative assessments per year.

• Marking across all subjects is quality assured each term.



Homework
Keyevents When? What preparation is needed?

“Homework is 
revision!”

Continuous • Reading over class notes each evening
• Checking understanding
• Revising for tests
• Taking ownership
• Meeting deadlines

End of year 
examinations

wc 5th March 
Final 3 weeks of 
summer term 

30th April: 
Year 8 Parent 
Consultation 
Evening

• Quiet place to revise at home
• Commitment/change of routine
• Supporting your son/daughter
• Importance

• Identifying weaknesses and problem areas



Attendance 



The impact of attendance 

Pupil 
name

Attendance Expected/Actual outcomes

Pupil 1
-8

81% Business C/E English Lit 4/3 English Lang 4/3 
Geog D/E History D/E ICT C/E Maths 3/4 RE C/D 
Science D/D

Pupil 2
-15

84% Business C/C Dance C/E English Lit 5/3 
English Lang 5/3 Geog C/F Maths 4/4 RE B/E 
Science C/D Spanish C/E

Pupil 3
-11

85% Dance A/D English Lit 7/6 English Lang 8/6 Geog A/B 
Maths 8/7 RE A/B Add Science A/B 
Core Science A/A Spanish A/B Statistics A/A



Catch up forms 



Term time holidays

The current law does not give any entitlement to parents to take their child 
out of school during term time. The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2013prohibits a Headteacher granting leave of 
absence to a pupil, except where an application has been made in advance, 
and the Headteacher considers that there are ‘exceptional circumstances’ 
relating to the application.  An application form is available on the Academy 
website under ‘Attendance’ and should be emailed to 
mcartlidge@eastwood.southend.sch.uk

Please note that if the absence is not authorised, and the holiday is taken, 
the case will be referred to the Child and Family Early Intervention Team who 
may issue a Penalty Notice of £120to eachparent for eachchild taken out of 
school. 

mailto:mcartlidge@eastwood.southend.sch.uk


Mobile phones 

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-canada-41114887/how-are-
smartphones-affecting-teenagers

• 10- secs 1 min 41 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-canada-41114887/how-are-smartphones-affecting-teenagers


PHSEE - Social media 

• The “I generation”

• If your child has a smart phone…
• How much time a day do they spend on it?

• Do you monitor or limit this time?

• How much time do they spend on social media apps?

• Do you regularly check their phone? 







What can you expect from us?

• We will maintain the high standards that have placed us in the top 2% 
of schools nationally.

• We will do everything we can to help your child achieve.

• We will help your child to become confident and enriched individuals 
who can succeed in, and contribute to, society. 

• We will let you know if your child is not making sufficient progress. 

• We will respond swiftly to your questions/queries. 


